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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The following litepaper is presented exclusively to provide background on 

our team's intent for the Therapeutic Research Into Psychedelics (TRIP) 

foundation as well as why blockchain technology and the Initial Coin Offering 

model (ICO) are the ideal platforms for funding a revolution in psychedelic 

research, drug decriminalization, addiction-recovery and micro-investing. 

TRIP is working with PressICO for its smart-contract creation, marketing, 

and final whitepaper. As such, many of the technicalities typically present in 

a litepaper--such as token distribution model or the specifics of our backend 

processes--will be absent here. The names of our platform and coin, as well 

as all related services, are not finalized. 

TRIP is a foundation started in collaboration with psychedelic researchers, 

mental-health practitioners, game-theory theorists, drug policy reformers 

and cryptocurrency experts that wish to help fund legal scientific inquiry into 

the benefits and harms of psychoactive substances as well as fund 

addiction-recovery programs for low-income populations. The most 

important aspect of how TRIP will work is a mobile/desktop app where 

vetted psychedelic researchers and addiction recovery clinics can apply for 

funding from the app users. Furthermore, TRIP intends to reward users that 

seek help for their mental health issues incrementally in the form of its own 

cryptocurrency. TRIP intends to work with game-theory experts to figure out 

the best way to incentivize communities to seek help for their problems 

(addiction, suicidal thoughts, depression, alcoholism, etc.) and incrementally 

and increasingly reward people for successfully attending their therapy or 

rehabilitation. TRIP intends to continuously work with relevant experts in an 

advisory capacity to assess the most logical way to incentivize respective 

communities to seek help, as well as the best ways to potentially reinvest the 

earnings of those that successfully complete rehabilitation. TRIP aims to 

benefit from blockchain technology by allowing users to dictate where the 
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foundation’s money goes, as well as to be able to directly verify that app 

users are going to the places where they can seek help and reward them for 

doing so.  

By using blockchain technology, all users will have an equal say in where the 

foundation’s money goes. Thus, the principle advantage of using blockchain 

technology for this non-profit is its unique potentials for decentralized 

democratic decisions. Unlike typical foundations and nonprofits, the 

decisions of where TRIP�s funding is distributed is up to the users, not the 

board. This is not to say that just any project can be funded on TRIP; TRIP 

intends to actively cultivate a network of relevant advisors to best determine 

which projects are most pertinent. Thus, the foundation aims to fund 

programs in a transparent and decentralized manner. TRIP intends to use 

the “Initial Coin Offering” model to raise millions of dollars before it launches 

its own token on the Ethereum network. Beyond its own cryptocurrency, TRIP 

aims to educate users on how to participate in ongoing psychedelic research 

or available addiction recovery services funded by the foundation. 

Furthermore, it will actively try to teach users of the app as well as those 

that participate in the research/recovery programs on how cryptocurrency 

and blockchain can be used to change the world positively. Technological 

illiteracy will continue to be an issue that increases the wage gap between 

the rich and poor; thus teaching the participants most likely to benefit from 

completing addiction therapy or participating in psychedelic research on 

how to use cryptocurrency will help to eliminate the inherent classism 

behind most blockchain projects. TRIP will be managed and marketed by 

the team behind PressICO, an extremely successful investment/marketing 

firm that has already raised over $165 million for other ICOS and is the 

official marketer for Bitcoin.com.        

It is important to note that now, TRIP does not and never will support or 

encourage the consumption of psychoactive substances. --it does, however, 
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support further scientific inquiry into their applications and potential 

dangers. 

The Therapeutic Research Into Psychedelics foundation was started in 

collaboration between psychedelic researchers, crypto experts, lawyers, 

game-theory scholars and drug-reform advocates. TRIP-Coin (TC) is the 

ERC20 (Ethereum) token that aims to become the preferred method to fund 

addiction-recovery centers, psychedelic research and drug-policy reform 

transparently through the Ethereum blockchain and to access the 

ecosystem of services provided by the TRIP platform. 

Specifically, TRIP aims to use its own token to directly fund legal and vetted 

psychedelic research as well as reward low income populations for going to 

mental health/addiction rehabilitation centers. It is the founders’ belief that 

psychedelic research is a seriously underfunded area of academia that 

could potentially have radical impacts on the ways that we think about 

consciousness, life, and therapy. The Pineapple Fund has already donated 

more than $5 million USD to date in bitcoin to the Multidisciplinary 

Association for the Study of Psychedelics (MAPS) for research pertaining to 

alleviating PTSD. The link between cryptocurrency and psychedelic research 

has already been explored in the Crypto Psychedelic Summit held last 

February; TRIP will be presenting on the future applications of blockchain in 

the psychedelic research community at the Beyond Psychedelics Conference 

this June in Prague. Our team believes that psychedelics offer 

unprecedented opportunities for healing the psyches of war-victims, people 

with PTSD or suicidal thoughts, addicts, and terminally ill patients. TRIP will 

actively fund the most promising legal psychedelic research, as per the 

guidance of experts in the field, to determine how these substances can be 

best and safely used for humanity. Additionally, TRIP will inform app-users 

on the nearest centers available for rehabilitation that are being funded by 

TRIP and incentivize users to go to such facilities by incrementally rewarding 
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them with TC. The exact ways that users will be rewarded in TC and how 

they may be able to reinvest it will be determined on an active basis by 

relevant experts that best understand the unique respective needs of the 

communities TRIP helps.  

The TRIP platform will provide an ecosystem of services through an easy-to-

use interface, connecting psychedelic researchers, drug-rehabilitation 

centers and drug-policy reform activists to a network of individuals around 

the world interested in expanding access to addiction recovery and the 

potential therapeutic applications of psychedelics. TRIPs services will include 

an internal exchange to convert major cryptocurrencies into TC, a built-in 

wallet to store and donate easily, an “auction” platform where 

researchers/activists can apply for funding for their projects, an explorer to 

track donations transparently, access to user-friendly drug-education 

materials, and opportunities to invest into TRIP�s crypto-funds directly.  

TRIP’s value will increase as more participants that successfully participate 

in legal psychedelic research or complete their time at addiction recovery 

centers/mental health clinics. By educating the users of TRIP on how to best 

use their earnings or holdings of TC, or by taking a small exchange for 

conversion of TC into fiat or other cryptocurrencies, the TC token will 

maintain is value and hopefully continue to rise. However, if they choose to, 

users can invest some or all of their earnings into a community fund 

managed by the rehabilitation center funded by TRIP. TRIP will continuously 

work with the communities that it supports rehabilitation for to best 

understand how their respective community fund should be used.  

TRIP plans on partnering with universities and rehabilitation centers where 

legal addiction recovery/trauma/psychedelic research is being conducted. 

Partnered and vetted institutions that partner with TRIP can apply for 

funding on our network. In addition to funding the costs of the study or 

therapy (i.e. manufacturing of pure LSD, CT scans, spaces for therapy, etc.), 
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TRIP will also pay the participants of such programs in TC upon successfully 

completing their participation.  

THE CONFLICT 

Although our species and other animals have used psychedelic plants and 

beverages for thousands of years, their use is still considered taboo or illicit. 

Despite decades of promising research showing the therapeutic potentials of 

psychedelics for alleviating or reversing PTSD, alcoholism, drug-addiction or 

fear of death for the terminally ill, current researchers face serious 

institutional roadblocks when trying to secure funding for their projects. The 

illegality and "taboo" nature of psychedelics mean that as of now the 

scientific community doesn't have all the information needed to understand 

the exact health risks or dangers of their use.  

Another issue of the mental health crisis we are facing is addiction. 23.5 

million Americans are addicts; addiction costs the U.S economy alone 

over $200 billion a year. , addiction-rehabilitation services for low-income 

families do not receive adequate attention or funding from governments or 

donors. There exists virtually no formal infrastructure for such centers to 

apply for funding. At least 1 million people die every year from committing 

suicide. 17.6 million people in the US alone are alcoholics. 24.8 million 

Americans at any time suffer from PTSD. There is clearly a mental health 

issue impacting the lives of millions of people internationally that is not being 

adequately addressed.  

Finally, most low-income populations often lack the education on how to 

reach addiction recovery centers, or have little financial incentive to 

complete such programs. Technological illiteracy is also often an issue for 

these communities, barring them from participating in the wealth-creating 

opportunities provided by technology and blockchain.  



 

 

PAGE 8 

In sum, the following issues must be addressed or improved if mankind is to 

be able to assess the full spectrum of benefits and harms of psychedelic 

substances, or if we want to help address the ongoing mental health crisis:   

-Either governments must begin to fund psychedelic research or psychedelic 

researchers must find private funding. 

-There exists no formal infrastructure for drug-policy reform organizations 

to apply for funding. 

-Rehabilitation and addiction-recovery centers for low-income patients lack 

adequate funding and attention from most of the population. 

-Potential drug users lack access to adequate education for their use. 

-The popular media and the public lack information on the promise of 

medicinal or therapeutic applications of psychoactive substances and may 

be prejudiced against them because they are still considered taboo. 

-Low income populations lack the resources and education necessary to 

adapt to the rapidly emerging/shifting blockchain and cryptocurrency 

market. This essentially means that these communities are cut off from 

participating in an international market because of societal factors (lack of 

access to technology/technological literacy) that is often out of their control. 
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THE SOLUTION 

Our team believes that blockchain and cryptocurrency technologies offer an 

ideal solution for legally funding psychedelic researchers and drug-

rehabilitation centers. As of now, psychedelic researchers and rehabilitation 

services can only apply for funding through a limited set of mechanisms. An 

ICO combined with a dedicated pool for funding relevant projects and 

activities means that our TC coins could serve to raise millions of dollars for 

researchers and activists.  Using a token on the Ethereum blockchain will 

allow researchers to apply for projects transparently and allow holders of 

our tokens to anonymously and equally vote on where our money goes. 

Money for the foundation’s activities and sponsored programs can be raised 

from several respective channels: 1) direct anonymous donations, which we 

aim to be tax-deductible, 2) the direct purchase of TC, 3) transaction fees 

from exchanging TC into other fiat or crypto-currencies, and 4) return on 

investment from TRIPs community funds. Educating and funding low-income 

populations to overcome their addictions and participate in the crypto-

economy will help heal the minds of vulnerable people that need the most 

help and serve to narrow the gap between the poor and the rich when it 

comes to being able to participate in the crypto-economy. 

In sum, our vision for TRIP offers unique solutions to the current obstacles 

present in legal psychedelic research and addiction recovery programs and 

could play a central role in improving our ongoing mental health crisis. 
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PLATFORM 

The TRIP platform will host a suite of services and functions. The most 

important of these will include: 

An "auction" platform where psychedelic researchers or activists can post 

their projects (after being vetted by our board). Token holders get to vote on 

where the collective money that TRIP must distribute will go in a 

decentralized manner where every vote is equal regardless of how many 

tokens a user holds. We are already working together with psychedelic 

researchers and aim to actively reach out to existing organizations for 

addiction recovery programs/mental health clinics for low-income 

populations. 

GPS based Information on the nearest addiction recovery programs or legal 

psychedelic research happening nearby for people to participate in 

Publications from participating researchers on their latest findings as well as 

relevant articles from organizations like Pysmposia.   

Easy to read/watch articles and videos for how to participate in the 

blockchain space for newcomers to cryptocurrency  

In-house token exchange to convert TC into other currencies 

Access to an investment fund for verified users who have successfully 

completed their rehabilitation (nature of investment fund depends on unique 

respective community we’re working with)     
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GETTING PAID TO GO TO REHAB 

Potential participation addiction-recovery programs will be available 

directly on the TRIP app. Once they apply, they will receive a unique crypto-

wallet if they do not have one already. Successful completion (and possibly 

incremental steps as in a long-term sobriety solution like Alcoholics 

Anonymous) will be rewarded in the form of TC tokens (the exact value of 

reward to be determined by how much funding the principal university or 

organization gets through TRIP). After they receive their TC, users will have 

the option to immediately cash out (into fiat currency or other 

cryptocurrency) in exchange for a small transaction fee. Or, free of charge, 

they can invest some or all of their earnings into a collective fund managed 

in part by the institution that is hosting the research/rehabilitation services. 

When needed, infrastructure will be provided by TRIP (i.e. laptops/desktops 

allowing for wallet access). The wallet keys of the collective fund will be 

managed by the primary institution. 

The hope is that participants will want to work with other participants to 

collectively determine where their investments from their earnings should be 

used. This will help emulate the kind of community and solidarity found in 

most addiction-recovery centers, but give participants unprecedented 

wealth-creating opportunities through blockchain. TRIP will provide the 

necessary training and understanding for such communities of investors to 

learn how to use their collective assets to achieve as much as possible, 

whether it be investing in established crypto hedge funds or starting their 

own business venture. TRIP will work with relevant game theorists and policy 

experts to determine the most suitable way to reinvest into the communities 

earning through TRIP.  
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THE ICO MODEL 

TBD w PressICO. 

 

THE RESEARCH 

A large portion of the initial funding from the pretoken sale will be used to 

fund studies performed by the team at Maastricht University, as well as 

relevant research from other Universities. We will also be rapidly adding 

mental-health clinics/addiction recovery centers to our roster. Maastricht 

University has a long-standing record of placebo-controlled, experimental 

drug trials in healthy volunteers.  Currently their research focuses on the 

effects of psychedelic drugs on cognition and well-being, as well as the 

underlying mechanisms behind such effects. At present, they are running 

trials assessing the ability of LSD microdoses to enhance cognition and well-

being, and assessing if and how psilocybin enhances cognitive flexibility 

using a multimodal brain imaging approach. A certain percentage of the 

pretoken sale will be used to directly fund their research, as well as research 

from their contacts. To avoid conflict of interest, after the ICO goes live they 

will need to apply for further funding under the same parameters as all other 

applicants. It is undetermined now if these initial benefactors of TRIP will be 

funded through our TC or through fiat currency.   

After the ICO, and assuming our projected budget for research, TRIP will 

begin to invite psychedelic researchers to submit proposals via our website 

or app. TRIP will work with leading researchers and relevant experts to vet 

potential projects based on their merit. The exact vetting process is 

undetermined now. Once the proposal is approved by the board of TRIP, 

app-users will determine which projects get funded by our foundation. 
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According to the psychedelic researchers from Maastricht University, the 

typical cost of a psychedelic research study can range anywhere from 

$50K-150K. As such, TRIP expects that it will only be able to fully fund 

approximately three projects per year.   

THE TEAM 

Dr. Johannes Ramaekers: Professor of Psychopharmacology at Maastricht 

University. His research focuses on the neuropharmacology underlying drug 

(e.g. psychedelics) induced changes in cognition, psychomotor function and 

affect as assessed in human drug trials and naturalistic settings and 

employs psychological, behavioral and pharmaco-imaging outcome 

measures. 

Dr. Kim Kuypers: Assistant Professor of Psychopharmacology at Maastricht 

University. Kim specializes in research into the acute and longer lasting 

effects of psychedelics on measures of empathy and creative thinking and 

its neurobiological underpinnings. 

Dr. Patrick Dolder: Researcher from Maastricht University and the University 

of Basel. He has contributed research to the school's Psychopharmacology 

Research Group. Patrick's main research focus is on the physical and 

psychosomatic effects of LSD. 

Natasha Mason: Natasha is currently a PHD student at the University of 

Maastricht. Her research focuses on the acute and long-term effects of 

recreational drugs on brain and behavior, with her main interest being the 

potential therapeutic mechanisms of psychedelic drugs.    

Shimon Newman: Young entrepreneur and recent graduate with excellent 

connections with leading psychedelic researchers and crypto-experts. 

Currently working on a variety of projects, including an education non-profit 
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that aims to use blockchain and provide alternative education and 

enrichment for refugee and undereducated communities. Chief visionary 

behind TRIP. 

Shayan: An entrepreneurial technologist who lives life with the mindset of a 

craftsman who is dedicated to acquiring rare career capital. COO of an up 

and coming startup that utilizes the power of Blockchain technology to 

create the world’s most private, secure, and transparent identity verification 

system.  

KJ Prince: technical marketer, web developer, and entrepreneur that helps 

businesses increase sales using online marketing strategies.  

 

THE FOUNDATION 

The Foundation will be responsible for vetting the applicants to be funded by 

TRIP as well as the receivers of investments from its crypto-funds. All other 

major decisions will be up to the users of the TRIP platform in a 

decentralized and democratic matter. The most important thing that the 

Foundation will be doing is to actively partner up with psychedelic 

researchers and legal rehabilitation centers to add potential donors to be 

funded, as well as to recruit relevant policy and game theory experts to 

determine the best way to incentivize different communities to seek help for 

their problems, as well as which types of problems are needed to be solved 

in the first place.  

 


